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Welcome! We are excited that you have found us! Are you ready for a new and different way of learning? Have you been looking for a peaceful, uplifting place for your children to study? Are you interested in learning as a family right along with your student? Do you want to home school, but don’t know how to begin?  Do your students need a love of learning boost and to learn to take more responsibility for their own education? Do you want your student to be able to learn and his/her own pace? Then this is the place for you. We have had great joy hearing positive comments from our parents addressing these issues.


We have put down some of our thoughts, observations and comments in the following notes. As you read, you will come to know our position and feelings on the various topics. We can work together to make this year the most productive and satisfying year ever. 

This year marks our 16th year at Grant Academy. We’re still learning a lot as we seek out the best way. As always, parental comments are sought for and appreciated. 

A Brief Biography of

Heber J. Grant

Heber Jeddy Grant was born in Salt Lake City, Utah on November 22, 1856 to Jedediah M. and Rachel Ivins Grant. When Heber was only nine days old, his father died, leaving Heber and his mother nearly penniless. Out of this difficult beginning, Heber developed strong faith and a great desire to share and help others in need. 

As Heber grew, he nurtured a powerful determination to develop many skills and to prove himself successful in them. As a boy, he persistently developed baseball, penmanship and other skills he valued. 

Heber grew to be very responsible and took on many duties even at a young age. In 1877, Heber, then twenty-one, married Lucy Stringham. Heber was asked to serve in many areas and in many countries. 

In 1918, Heber J. Grant was sustained as President of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. He presided over the church during the Great Depression that began in 1929. To help the Saints through these economically hard times, President Grant instituted in 19376, the Church Security Plan, which later became the present Welfare Program. As well as being a great spiritual leader, President Grant was a wise businessman and in spite of the depression, was able to establish the Church on a firm financial base.

Heber J. Grant was a faithful leader. He taught the Saints through both his deeds and word.  “We are the architects of our own lives, not only of our lives, here, but the loves to come in the eternity. No commandment was ever given to us but that God has given us power to keep the commandment.”  Heber J. Grant lived a life of great service to others and constantly worked to fully comply with all of the commandments. 

President Grant died on May 14, 1945 in Salt Lake City at the age of eighty-nine. We take our academy motto, “Persist in Doing” from the words that President Grant often quoted by Ralph Waldo Emerson, 

“That which we persist in doing becomes easy to do:

not that the nature of the thing has changed,

but our power to do has increased.”

                                                                                Ralph Waldo Emerson

Heber J. Grant Academy

Statement of Belief

1. We believe in setting and working toward goals. Throughout the 2007-2008 school year, we will be visiting with parents and with the students themselves to identify what it is the student wants to achieve. We are open to your suggestions and know that as we work together we will be able to tailor our school program to meet the needs of the students.

2. We believe the number one purpose of education is to strengthen character. This involves the integration of all learning disciplines around the central theme that each person is a child of God and that the purpose of life is to acquire Godlike attributes and to gain a personal conviction of their power and correctness. This necessitates a spiritual atmosphere for learning, "…if ye receive not the Spirit, ye shall not teach."  We believe one of the most important concepts a young person can learn is that "Reverence Invites Revelation" and that boisterous, unruly behavior is contrary to the true spirit of learning. While there is a time for fun and levity, our classroom should always be a place of order and respect, and conducive to the Spirit.

3. We believe that the scriptures contain needed life lessons. The lives of great men and women recorded there can be a guide for character building. Each student who attends Grant Academy will be encouraged to immerse himself in a study of scripture both in and out of class. 

We believe Grant Academy is only a supplement to parental influence and teaching. Parents are the true guides to their children's education and should be intricately involved in knowing what the children are learning and be able to reinforce such learning at home. This is especially critical since Grant Academy meets only 6 hours a week, leaving much time for other parental direction. A study syllabus for the 2007-2008 school year is prepared to give parent and student and overview of the school year. Hopefully, this will help greatly in achieving parental support and reinforcement.

We are thrilled with the possibilities and the real potential of this school. We felt a need in our family and we know that there are many others that also need this school. By keeping the costs low, we hope to be a service to many families. We thank you for your support and confidence in us.

Insights on Education: 

The Higher and Lower Laws

   
Grant Academy is very different from public school and other private institutions. Parents need to know what to expect. Sometimes parents get the idea that they are to drop off their children at school and that is the end of their responsibility. We call that a “public school mentality.” Sometimes times at public school, parents may feel unwelcome or that their ideas are not important or considered. At Grant Academy, you are the teachers and we are your support. Your involvement is essential to achieve the greatest success.  May we offer this modern day parable.

                                              The Parable of the New House
Once, not long ago there was a family looking for a new home. They had in their hearts a view of the roof and the floors, the halls and the doors. They wanted a large pantry and a cozy family room. They wanted plenty of back yard and a place with an eastern exposure for a garden. The family looked and looked. They found several model homes that met some of their expectations, but as they wearied themselves searching, their hopes dimmed and discouragement set in.


One day, the family met a contractor. He listened to the family. He took their ideas and made a master blueprint. When the family saw the plan, again their hearts burned with enthusiasm. The contractor was wise and told the family that because they knew what they wanted, they needed be involved in the construction of their home. The more they worked, the more it would truly be their dream house.


The family agreed. Although they didn’t have the time and know-how that the contractor did, they did had the love and insight needed to complete the home. The family did all they could do to help. As a side benefit, because of their help, the cost to the contractor went down lowering the price of the house substantially.


Although it was some work, they felt a part of the construction and were able to add the details that they desired in their home. They enjoyed the building process as they watched their dream come together. The family was very pleased with the completed home and happy that they had made the decision to build their own.
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Now what does that mean to Grant Academy parents? Grant Academy is the contractor. We make the over all plans. We teach the subjects that maybe you don’t have the time to address yourselves. We bring students together in a positive atmosphere. Because of our structure, we do the work that sometimes is difficult to stick with at home. Our emphasis is “love of learning.” It’s a higher law than “study by force.” We do not assign homework, (we encourage it!) or give grades. Our students are expected to set goals and reach them because they see the benefit of education and self-improvement. They are accountable for the work that they do or do not do. Positive peer pressure in the class helps students reach their goals. Our students attend the Academy because they want to be here. 


As parents of Grant Academy students, you are helping to build your child’s education. Do your children fit the description of these wonderful Grant Academy students? If not, you may need to provide the incentives and motivation necessary to help your child progress until he is ready to abide by the higher law at the school. 

   
Just as the children of Israel were given the detailed primmer law, (the ten commandments and the book of Leviticus,) a child who has been in the public system often may not have the skills necessary to succeed without steps to the higher law. At many public schools, students are told what to do and how to do it and in an atmosphere of force and pressure. They complete assignments because it is assigned and not because they especially want to learn. At Grant Academy, the students are encouraged to see the whole picture—to love learning. Learning is a high priority with our Heavenly Father—“the glory of God is intelligence.” To complete an assignment because they want to be educated and to become more like Heavenly Father is more powerful than to do an assignment to get a grade. The motivation changes. Students become interested in what they are doing and see the overall purpose for education. However, this takes time to learn. 

 
At home, you provide the steps; the goal charts, incentives, grades, schedules—whatever your child needs to be able to function at school. I’ve seen students, left without a parents supervision, week after week fail to progress because that child is not prepared for the higher law. Our idea is that we teach, and then the students go home and review and explore with their parents. As a Grant Academy parent, you are home schooling. You know and love your children more than any teacher could. You know when they need to be pushed and when they need a break. Because our hours are short at school, you have the opportunity to add the details and allow your students the time to achieve in individual areas. This is not only benefits your children by having a tailor- made education with private, loving tutoring, but it also lowers the cost of education. With your help, we are able to offer a private school education at minimal cost.   


Remember that as home schooling parents you need to register with the Pima County School Superintendent on the internet http://www.schools.pima.gov or call them at 740-8451. They can answer questions about signing up for home schooling in Pima County. They will send you a packet explaining how to proceed. They will require a notarized affidavit stating that you are home schooling and a copy of the student’s birth certificate. Please take care of that business right away if you haven’t already done so. It’s against the law to skip this step and you may run into trouble as you child tries to take the G.E.D. or reenter the public school system.

Students can come to Grant Academy and do nothing but participate in class and learn and benefit from the environment. However, to truly take advantage of the opportunity at Grant, parents can, with a little work, add so much more. Here are some ideas:

 (   Review with your children what has been covered at school. This small conversation can do

       much to stick the day’s information in your child’s mind. As they teach you, they will learn.

(   Look at your student’s notebook! Help them keep it in order and observe notes or lack of 

      notes.

(   Talk with the teacher often. We have insights to share with you.

(   Make sure that your students come to class prepared with books, paper and pencils; this is a 

      simple thing but very important. When your child comes without his scriptures, he may waste 

      an hour.

(   Review  and discuss the Grant Academy Standards of Behavior with your child. These 

      standards come from the scriptures, and they teach us how to conduct ourselves not only at   

      school, but in all of life’s situations. 

(   Have your students at school on time! We start at 8:15 sharp with a devotional. The

      devotional sets the tone and invites the spirit into our classroom. As students arrive late, they 

      disrupt the class and miss the opportunity to participate.

(   Use the children’s free time wisely. We provide a yearly schedule of what we will study at 

      school. Plan interesting experiences for them to support what he is learning at school. Go to 

      the library, read together, talk, study, and get involved! There are suggested projects in your 

      notebooks. Try some of them. The more you can do, the more your students will learn.

(   Provide the steps to self-government for those students who need more structure: grades, 

      points, rewards for good work.

(   Review with your children their goals. Help them, encourage them, know them, pray with 

      them, love them.


We understand that many parents are very busy. That is the one reason that they choose to send their child to Grant Academy instead of home schooling themselves. We do all that we can do to help, but to be successful we must prayerfully work together-parent, student and Grant Academy teachers. As your children are privately tutored, they will progress to undreamed of levels both academically and spiritually. With our Father’s help, our weaknesses will become strengths as we persist in doing. All the best to you, as you embark on this grand adventure! We don’t say it will be easy, but it will be worth it!

Grant Academy
Policies and Procedures


Admission: Before enrolling in Grant Academy, the parents or guardians and prospective students will be interviewed by the administrator. At that time, all age requirements, dress, grooming, behavioral and academic standards of the students, along with the responsibilities of the parents, will be explained. 

The prospective students and their parents or guardian will sign "memos of understanding" committing themselves to uphold these standards and policies.

     
Age Requirements: Children ages five years to ten years may attend the Junior Class.

    
Academic Requirements Our Jr. class students, learn through movement, touch, listening, and sight. We focus on phonics—learning to read and write, and on math—using games and manipulatives to understand basic concepts.  Students need to be able to listen quietly for short periods and to follow instructions. Parents of children sill learning these skills may be asked to attend with their children. 

     
Conduct and Behavior: Inasmuch as Grant Academy is a private educational organization, student admission is not automatic. The only students who will be accepted are those who desire a positive atmosphere, a spiritual environment, a scripturally based curriculum and have a desire to attend and participate.

The Grant Academy standards of good behavior are:

Increase in wisdom and stature and in favor with God and man as you:

1 Seek learning by study and faith, line upon line and precept upon precept. D&C 109:7, Isaiah 27:10  (Have a willing, humble, teachable attitude. Take little steps by setting well thought out goals. Pray for help in your efforts.)

2 Anxiously engage in a good cause. Cease to be idle. D&C 58:27, 88:124 (Our brief school time must be filled with learning. Leave at home things that distract. Be active and involved. Be considerate and supportive of fellow students and teachers.)

3 Sit and hear. Choose the one needful thing. Luke 10:39-42 (Be where you are supposed to be doing the things you are supposed to do in class. Use the restroom and the drinking fountain only when appropriate. Be at school on time, ready to listen.)

4 Let not all be spokesmen at once; but let one speak at a time and let all listen that all may be edified.  D&C 88:122 (A reverent atmosphere is required to invite the Holy Ghost to attend us. Confusion keeps us from learning. Conversation should be free from: swearing or taking the name of God in vain, vulgarity—this includes vocal, written, drawn, or gestures, rude remarks to anyone, defiant language of any kind.)

5 Organize yourselves and prepare every needful thing.  D&C 88:11 (Come prepared to class with books, paper, pencils, scriptures, assignments.)


Assisting at school: Parents are always welcome at school. You may come just to listen and observe or come as a volunteer to tutor, help in group work, etc.. We will gladly find a place for a willing parent.

     
Testing: Grant Academy will provide diagnostic testing two times a year. Tests results will help parents and teachers to understand each student's strengths and weaknesses. By comparing the test results throughout the year, we can assess academic progress.

     
School Activities: All students who desire to attend an extra school activity must be accompanied by a parent or guardian unless otherwise arranged. The guardian may be any adult with which the parents have prearranged to supervise their children. Grant Academy is not responsible for transportation     


Finances: In keeping with our policy of providing quality education at a minimal cost, tuition and fees to attend Grant Academy are based on the costs of operating the Grant Academy programs. These amounts are subject to change at any time.

     
Presently, (Aug, 2006), the yearly registration is $50 and is payable at the time a student registers. The yearly (9 month) tuition fee for the senior and junior classes is $900. This may be paid in monthly increments of $100. Tuition is due on the 15th of each month. Payments must be received by the Grant Academy by the 25th of each month, or a late fee of $10.00 will be assessed. Family rates are also available: $100.00/month for the first child, $90.00 for the second, and $80.00 for each child thereafter.
     
Books, extra-curricular activities and classes, including summer classes where held, may require additional fees.

     
School schedule: The Junior class will be held 3 days a week—Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays from 1:30 – 3:30.
Important School Dates 2008/2009  (Schedule changes may arise within the year)

First day of School Parents Only                


8/20

First day of School Students




8/21

1st Term Parent/Student/Teacher Interview Week

11/7 - 11/9

Thanksgiving






11/26 - 11/28

Christmas 






12/17 – 1/2

Rodeo/2nd Term Parent/Student/Teacher Interview Week    2/25 - 2/27

Easter                             




4/8 – 4/10

Sr. Class Trip






TBA

3rd Term Parent/Student/Teacher Interview Week

5/6 - 5/8

Last Day of School                 




5/15

Sr. Class Graduation Program




5/16




Policy Changes: Grant Academy reserves the right to delete from or change any of these policies at any time and without notice.

Konos 2008-2009 Schedule of Study

	
	Week
	Unit
	Topic
	Supporting Themes
	Activity

	1. 
	8/20 – 8/22
	Orderliness
	Animal Classification
	Parent’s Day

Animal Classification
	CAT 5 Testing

	2. 
	8/27 – 8/29
	
	
	
	

	3. 
	9/3– 9/5
	
	Plant Classification
	Plant Classification
	Tucson Botanical Gardens 

	4. 
	9/10– 9/12
	
	
	
	

	5. 
	9/17 – 9/19
	
	Rock Classification
	Rock Classification
	D&D Materials 

	6. 
	9/24 – 9/26
	Trust
	Deception and Illusion
	Deception and illusion in toys, advertising and magic
	Magic Show 

	7. 
	10/1 – 10/3
	
	Sheep/Weaving and General
	Sheep, carding and spinning
	

	8. 
	10/8– 10/10
	
	
	Shepherding, dying and weaving
	Fabric store 

	9. 
	10/15 - 10/17
	
	
	Weaving and the Lord’s trustworthiness
	

	10. 
	10/22– 10/24
	
	Floating/Ships and General
	What makes things float
	

	11. 
	10/29– 10/31
	
	
	Ships
	Blue Water Tackle and Marine  790-5410



	12. 
	11/5 – 11/7
	
	Flight/Airplanes and 

General
	Principles of air
	Bill to talk about airplanes (Trent)

	13. 
	11/12 – 11/14
	
	
	Planes and pilots
	Pima Air Museum


Thanksgiving Break

	14. 
	11/19 – 11/21
	Patience
	Plant Growth/Gardening
	Roots, Stems, and Leaves 
	

	15. 
	12/3 – 12/5
	
	
	Seeds, Flowers and Fruit
	

	16. 
	12/10 – 12/12
	
	Grain/Yeast/Bread
	Grain growing, bread baking, and Passover ceremony
	Brueger’s Bagels 


Christmas Break

	17. 
	1/7– 1/9
	Patience

(con’t)
	Grain/Yeast/Bread (con’t)
	Yeast, mold, mildew, mushrooms
	

	18. 
	1/14– 1/16
	
	Human Birth/Growth and Waiting Constructively
	Birth and child development
	

	19. 
	1/21 – 1/23
	
	
	Growing up, the elderly, and aging
	Handmakers 

	20. 
	1/28 – 1/30
	
	Animal Birth/Growth
	Eggs
	

	21. 
	2/4 – 2/6
	
	
	Animal reproduction and growth
	

	22. 
	2/11– 2/13
	Stewardship
	Ecology/Conservation
	Ecology and conservation
	Clean a Park

Nature walk at Lower Lincoln Park 


Rodeo Break

	23. 
	2/18 – 2/20
	Stewardship
(con’t)
	Time
	Time
	

	24. 
	3/4– 3/6
	
	Managing Money/

Possessions and Careers
	Careers and managing money
	

	25. 
	3/11– 3/13
	
	
	Managing money and careers
	Wells Fargo Bank 



	26. 
	3/18 – 3/20
	
	Managing Money/

Possessions and Careers
	My product
	Class Town—Free Enterprise System

	27. 
	3/25– 3/27
	
	Nutrition 
	Stewardship of body  “My Body Machine”


	

	28. 
	4/1 – 4/3
	
	Exercise and Rest 
	Nutrition, exercise and rest
	


Easter Break
	29. 
	4/15 – 4/17
	Stewardship
(con’t)
	Fun, Dancing and Body Movement
	Exercise, Rehearsal, Play practice,

Fun, talents, nutrition, and rest
	Gym—Aerobics Class 

Yoga for Kids Video

	30. 
	4/22 – 4/24
	
	Fun, Rest and Talents
	Rehearse program, invitations

	

	31. 
	4/29– 5/1
	Honor
	Heredity
	CAT 5 Testing
	Genealogical Library 2:30

	32. 
	5/6 – 5/8
	
	Uniqueness
	CAT 5 Testing
	

	33. 
	5/13 – 5/15
	
	Service
	Rehearse program
	Class Play and Talent Show

Honor Your Family  Graduation 1:30 pm


Sr. Class Trip is scheduled for one week in the Spring—No Jr. Class 
What Does the Junior Class Study at Grant Academy?

At Grant Academy we seek out the highest quality curriculum available. We look for fun, interesting curriculum with high educational value, clarity and ease of use. The following will give a brief overview of some of the tools that we use:

Konos 

What is Konos? It is about a hearts desire to instill Godly character in the next generation. It is about building relationships between family members. It is about a commitment to achieve excellence in education. It is about reading wide and reading deep. It is about recognizing that "God put the wiggle in children and we should not try to take it out". It is about hands-on activities that capture children's attention and increase their retention. It is about teaching a child, not a curriculum. It is about fun and laughter and shaping memories. It is about using the whole world as your curriculum and the whole library as your textbook. It is about creating a love of learning that lasts a lifetime.
KONOS is the Greek word for cone. KONOS uses the inverted cone to symbolize God at the top of all creation and all knowledge. God is not simply a part of our lives; He is at the very apex of our lives overseeing all areas of life.

What are the goals of KONOS?

[image: image1.wmf]· To train our children in Godly character by focusing on character traits.

· To create a true love of learning in each child by teaching hands-on and using discovery learning to foster critical thinking.

· To be a family by learning as much as we can as a family in true multi-level fashion that builds life long relationships.

· To achieve academic excellence by immersing the children in units that integrate all subjects.

True Christian education goes beyond a trained intellect. It transforms behavior. That is why KONOS designed its units around character traits rather than subjects, literature, or chronology. Instead of merely learning about biblical truths, KONOS kids do mounds of at-home, hands-on activities to practice Christ-like character traits. Training in Godly character is KONOS’ foremost objective, yet Godly character without academic knowledge and skills does not fully equip students.

KONOS teaches children academic subjects while kids are learning to practice biblical principles. In the Cooperation unit, for example, kids read in the Bible about parts of the body cooperating, they study the various systems of the body, and then practice ways of cooperating at home. In the Orderliness unit, kids learn about God’s orderly universe while practicing their organizational skills in writing and in keeping their rooms clean. The whole family practices and applies what the Bible teaches, so children learn to "walk" what they "talk". 

Miquon Math 

A Mathematics Laboratory Program for the Primary Grades

Mathematical activity is a thought process in abstract relationships, growing out of human observation and experience in the physical world. It is a faculty which extracts patterns from specific problems and experiences and applies those patterns to the solution of other not yet understood problems. The joy and excitement of mathematics lie in the discovery that many apparently unrelated problems have basically the same mathematical structure. Mathematical analysis, then, is one of our most powerful tools for understanding this [image: image2.wmf]unity.

                                        —Lore Rasmussen, Notes to Teachers 

What Are the Miquon Math Materials?

For 30 years, the Miquon Math Materials have offered children a friendly invitation to the world of mathematics. Based on the belief that mathematical insight grows out of observation, investigation, and the discovery of patterns, the six children's workbooks of the Miquon Math Materials lead children through an exploration of mathematical relationships. Concrete models are not supplements to the written work but instead are the basis of it and are used continuously.

Unlike conventional math series that concentrate on the mechanical manipulations of arithmetic, Miquon Math presents a broader introduction to mathematics, of which arithmetic is only a part. While conventional series drill and bore, Miquon Math allows children to be creative and imaginative problem solvers.

Originally tested in 150 classrooms, the Miquon Math Materials have since been used by thousands of children and their teachers. Their uniqueness has made them the primary math program of choice at many of the best-known private and public schools in the United States. They are also widely used in programs for the gifted.

The Miquon Math Materials were developed by Lore Rasmussen at the Miquon School in Pennsylvania. Six student workbooks containing over 650 lab sheets for first to third grade students cover the following topics:

Counting
Odd-Even
Addition
Subtraction
Multiplication
Fractions
Division
Equalities & Inequalities
Place Value
Number Lines & Functions
Factoring

Squaring
Simultaneous Equations
Graphing Equations
Geometric Recognition
Length, Area & Volume
Series & Progressions
Grid & Arrow Games
Mapping
Clock Arithmetic
Sets
Word Problems

Primary Phonics 

Primary Phonics have helped millions of children learn to read. The storybooks and coordinated workbooks teach beginning reading through a structured phonetic approach that allows students to progress at their own speed. The complete program includes 70 illustrated storybooks, 8 student workbooks, a picture dictionary, 3 consonant books, an initial consonant blend workbook, and a color workbook. 

Storybooks These popular, illustrated storybooks are revised. Each is approximately 16 pages long and uses words containing the phonetic elements taught in the workbooks. As soon as students have learned the short vowel "a," taught in Workbook 1 of Primary Phonics, they can read the first storybook, Mac and Tab. Each story contains only those words taught in the corresponding workbook and in earlier workbooks.

Italic Handwriting

Italic Handwriting is: 
• Gloriously legible.
• Logical because the transition from printing to cursive is exceptionally smooth.
• Easy to write as it conforms to natural hand movements. 

Traditional cursive, written fast, is nearly illegible. However, in cursive italic handwriting, the letters are formed quickly and easily and with no loops to clutter. Even rapidly written cursive italic is easy to read. Handwriting, especially in this era of word processors, takes a fairly low priority compared to other subjects. However, if you are going to make handwriting a part of your curriculum, why not use the best? We’ve looked at a lot and think that as far as a lifetime skill, Italic Handwriting wins “hands down!” Each book has the basics of how to form each letter and then age-appropriate exercises which students do in the workbook.

Teach Your Child to Read in 100 Easy Lessons 

* Is your child halfway through first grade and still unable to read?
* Is your preschooler bored with coloring and ready for reading?
* Are you worried that your child will become lost in overcrowded classrooms?
* Did you know that early readers hold an advantage over their peers throughout school?
* Do you want to help your child read, but are afraid you'll do something wrong? 

SRAs DISTAR® is the most successful beginning reading program available to schools across the country. Research has proven that children taught by the DISTAR® method outperform their peers who receive instruction from other programs. Now for the first time, this program has been adapted for parent and child to use at home. Teach Your Child to Read in 100 Easy Lessons is a complete, step-by-step program that shows patents simply and clearly how to teach their children to read. 

Twenty minutes a day is all you need, and within 100 teaching days your child will be reading on a solid second-grade reading level. It's a sensible, easy-to-follow, and enjoyable way to help your child gain the essential skills of reading. Everything you need is here -- no paste, no scissors, no flash cards, no complicated directions -- just you and your child learning together. One hundred lessons, fully illustrated and color-coded for clarity, give your child the basic and more advanced skills needed to become a good reader. Teach Your Child to Read in 100 Easy Lessons will bring you and your child closer together, while giving your child the reading skills needed now, for a better chance at tomorrow. 

The Writing Road to Reading

Many parents are aware that the prevalent method of reading instruction is not teaching their children to read. Puzzled and distraught, they want to know why, and what they can do. The Spalding Method is a total language arts approach because it provides explicit, sequential, multisensory instruction in spelling (including phonics and handwriting), writing, and listening/reading comprehension. 

Spelling
phonemic awareness
phonics with handwriting
dictation of high frequency words
rule acquisition and application

Writing
simple, compound, complex sentences
narrative, informative, and informative-narrative paragraphs/passages

Comprehension
literary appreciation, passage structure, mental actions

The 7 Minute Plan to Creating a Great Speller


Spelling is a lot of fun. Especially as you see improvement!! To see the improvement that you make

you need to get organized. Here’s how it works.

1. Take a diagnostic spelling test to see which level you need to start with.

2. Fold the page of you composition book in half to mark two columns.

3. Label the top of the page with section letter.

Seven Minute Dictation Portion
4. Group leaders will begin with a short review of words that the group had previously misspelled.

5. Listen carefully as your leader dictates each new spelling word.

6. Write the spelling word remembering the rules and phonograms in your composition book.

7. Mark and syllablize the word.

8. Write the spelling rule number if one applies beside each word. 

9. Phonetically spell the word back to your leader. Your leader will write the word correctly on a pad.

10. Make corrections; each word in your spelling book must be spelled correctly. Mark with a dash the words that you needed to correct.

Seven Minute Study Portion
11. Write any misspelled words on an index card. 
12. Write a clue sentence on the other side of the card leaving a blank for the spelling word.
13. Turn to your spelling composition book and write the word under the correct rule. Note—the Table of Contents can help you find the correct rule. 
14. Words may have more than one rule working in them. Write the word under all the rules that apply. That will give you practice writing the word. It will also leave you with lots of example words under each rule.
15. This is also your time to add to your cards, any misspelled words that have come from your writing or other sources. 
16. When you have completed working with the misspelled words, take out the study cards from the front pocket of your card holder. This is your opportunity to study the words that you have previously misspelled. 
17. Look at the clue sentence side of the card. In your mind, picture the word. Really think about how the word is shaped and how the word follows rules. Then spell the word to yourself. Write it with your finger on you card holder. Use your whole arm to move your finger! Check your spelling on the other side of the card. 
18. Each day that you spell the word correctly, make a tally mark on the card. After 7 tallies, the card can go in the back pocket of the card holder. 
19. Review the back pocket cards weekly. Every week that you correctly spell the word circle one of the 7 tally marks. After 7 circled tallies, you know the word. You will never forget it! Keep these cards safe at home with a rubber band.  Each term review all the archived cards. Any word that you still have trouble with should go back into the front pocket of your card holder at any point along the process. 

20. Have fun learning the whys of spelling.

Lessons from the Scriptures

The Old Testament, New Testament and Book of Mormon are filled with heroes—greatest of which is Jesus Christ. This book is designed to bring these people and their character traits to life. These scripture stories have been written especially for children. The stories are taken from a book that is sacred because it came from Heavenly Father. They tell about the ancient prophets on both continents and Jesus Christ—his life and teachings, and other real people. 


The reader’s ability to breathe life into the letters and words seen in print is the essence of reading with enjoyment and comprehension. When we fully visualize the story, we become personally involved and excited as if we were experiencing the story first hand. The children use their imaginations as they listen to the stories read aloud to them. Then, they draw the pictures that they see in their minds.


Those of us who grew up reading for pleasure on a regular basis take for granted that anyone who reads is visualizing the characters, the action, the sights, the smells and the sounds. But today’s television, video games, action-specific toys and lack of time and space for daydreaming all combine to rob children of many precious opportunities to learn to use their own rich imaginations.    


As the children immerse themselves in thinking about, illustration, and listening to stories about Jesus Christ and His disciples, the lessons learned can be applied to their own lives. True learning and understanding come as children really stop to ponder. May this book help them to develop the faith and strong character that they see exhibited in the life of the Savior.  


We have fun as we memorize verses and “scripture chase” indelibly marking the lessons learned in the hearts of our children.
Junior Class Schedule Guidelines

1:30
Announcements/Devotional

1:45
Character Development from the Old Testament/Scripture Chase

2:00
Miquon Math with cuisenaire rods

2:20
Break / outside play

2:30
Reading/Writing                Class & Group Activities    


Spalding Phonics

3:00
KONOS Character Curriculum

3:30
Close

Sample Konos Weekly Plan

Orderliness (continued)
	Date
	Theme
	Family Reading
	Writing/Research
	School Activities
	Home Activities

	8/27 
	Animal Classification
	There are many beautiful resource books in the library about animals. Point out to your student the basic types or classifications of animals


	Find some information about Carolus Linneaus.

He is called the “Father of modern classification.” Write a brief history of his life and work.


	CAT 5 Testing


	How many animals do you have in your home, in your neighborhood? From the encyclopedia, find the scientific classification of your little kitty and your bounding lop-eared dog. 



	8/28
	
	
	
	
	

	8/29
	
	
	
	
	


	Date
	Theme
	Family Reading
	Writing/Research
	School Activities
	Home Activities

	9/3
	Plant Classification
	Genesis 1:12

	Look on the internet to find information about how plants are grouped.

Make a chart of plant groups. Put a sample of a dried plant next to each group if possible. 


	Begin leaf collection.

What is the same about all leaves, what are the 

differences. Compare and identify using a key.


	Practice classifying by organizing your desk drawer. Break the desk items into Kingdoms (things that belong on the desk and things that don’t), Phylum (writing materials and mail), Class (markers, or pencils) etc. (you get the idea!)

	9/4
	
	
	
	Tucson Botanical Gardens


	

	9/5
	
	
	
	Look at a leaf collection and notice the differences and similarities. 


	


Orderliness (continued)

	Date
	Theme
	Family Reading
	Writing/Research
	School Activities
	Home Activities

	9/10
	Plant Classification
	Encyclopedia Plants

Any of various books on plants


	Memorize poem by Joyce Kilmer “Trees”

I think that I shall never see

A poem lovely as a tree.

A tree whose hungry mouth is prest

Against the earth’s sweet flowing breast;

A tree that looks at God all day, 

And lifts her leafy arms to pray;

A tree that may in Summer wear

A nest of robins in her hair;

Upon whose bosom snow has lain;

Who intimately lives with rain, 

Poems are made by fools like me, 

But only God can make a tree.

Have your child use his/her best handwriting and write this poem or a poem of their own!


	Major plant groupings


	Go on a nature walk and collect as wide an assortment of plants as possible. Then classify all the plants that have been collected into categories 



	9/11
	
	
	
	Make a chart of plant groups. Put a sample of a dried plant next to each group if possible. 


	

	9/12
	
	
	
	Photosynthesis

Leaf Spatter Stenciling
	


	9/17
	Rock Classification
	Find rocks around your home (e.g., talc in talcum powder, slate on fireplace hearth, diamond, etc.)
	Rock hunt 

How do geologists group rocks?


	Grow crystals. Break up charcoal or a brick into small pieces. Place several pieces into the center of a bowl. Mix ¼ c. salt, ¼ c. bluing, ¼ cup water, and 1T ammonia. Pour the solution over the pieces. Set the bowl aside in an undisturbed area. Check occasionally to see when the crystals first form.

Make a stone paperweight. Choose a large smooth stone. Paint with poster paints. When dry, gently cover with a layer of liquid white glue.



	9/18
	
	
	Quarry Trip


	

	9/19
	
	
	Three kinds of rock: Sedimentary, 

Igneous, and

Metamorphic


	


Trust

	Date
	Theme
	Family Reading
	Writing/Research
	School Activities
	Home Activities

	9/24
	Deception and Illusion
	Revelation 20

Duet. 18: 9-11

“Seeing Is Not Believing” by Gyles Brandreth or any of many books about optical illusions
	Words to Know: trust, deceive, illusion, deception, flattery, compliment


	Illusions

p.210 h color wheel

          i rainbow illusion


	Make a stick coder to send secret messages to your child. 

Who is trustworthy? Categorize the following into three classifications: trustworthy, untrustworthy, and need more information:

friend     policeman     stranger

robber    politician       kidnapper

God        neighbor       Satan

grandpa  cashier          babysitter

Discuss with your child a person you particularly want him to avoid. Talk about the difference between deciding against spending time with a person and condemning that person.



	9/25
	
	
	Search magazines and newspapers and find ways that we can be deceived through advertising. 
	Magic Shop Trip


	

	9/26
	
	
	
	Deceivers

p 219 aaa Stories with Deceivers

p. 219 bbb make gingerbread men


	


	Date
	Theme
	Family Reading
	Writing/Research
	School Activities
	Home Activities

	10/1
	Sheep,

Carding, and Spinning


	Isaiah 53: 46

Psalms 23

Sing the song, “The Lord is My Shepherd”
	Words to Know: ruminate, shearing, loom, shuttle, tapestry

Write 5 paragraphs about the qualities of a good shepherd.


	All about sheep

p. 224 g, h

p. 225 i


	Look through a good reference book or internet source and see the different breeds of sheep. Locate on a map where each comes from.  

Compare and contrast sheep and people. How many comparisons can you make? How many contrasts can you make?



	10/2
	
	
	
	Mineral museum


	

	10/3
	
	
	
	Compare favorite sheep breeds

Prepare fleece to be spun. fleece. Could we use dog hair?

“Little Lambs so White and Fair”

Draw lambs
	


Heber J. Grant Academy
6765 E. Nelson Tucson, AZ 85730   (520) 745-6612

Jr. Class Application Form

Date                                School Year  20_______ - 20 ________

Name __________________________Age____ Birth date__________ Grade in School____ M __  F__ 

Name __________________________Age____ Birth date__________ Grade in School____ M __  F__ 

Name __________________________Age____ Birth date__________ Grade in School____ M __  F__ 

_________________________________________________ E-mail Address _____________________

Address                                       City                      State              Zip

Phone(s) Home ______________Work ______________  Parent's Names________________________

Person to call in case of emergency __________________________Phone number(s) _______________


 Fees: The yearly registration is $35 and is payable at the time a student registers. The yearly (9 month) tuition fee is $900. This may be paid in monthly increments of $100. Tuition is due on the 15th of each month. Payments must be received by the Grant Academy by the 25th of each month, or a late fee of $10.00 will be assessed. Family rates are also available: $100.00/month for the first child, $90.00 for the second and $80.00 for each child thereafter.
Registration ($35.00)



$ ______________                     

Miquon Math Book ($10.00 if needed)

$ ______________
Level______

Italic Handwriting Book ($10.00 if needed) 
$ ______________
Level______

Spelling ($5.00)




$ ____________
Primary Phonics Book ($10.00 if needed)
$ ______________
Level______

Math Box ($10.00)



$ ______________

Grant Academy T-Shirt ($17.00 if needed)
$ ______________
Size _______________

Tuition





$ ______________

Total





$ ______________Check # ____   (  )  Cash

Parent Signature________________________________________________________________________

“Persist in Doing”

6765 E. Nelson Dr.   Tucson, AZ   85730-1661     (520)745-6612      hjgrant@earthlink.com--- www.hjgrant.com
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